
  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
The Sundays of Easter 

April 16th -- May 21st, 2023 

Alleluia! 
Christ is risen! 
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We, the members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, as a community affirm that 
“...through faith in Christ Jesus...there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave no free, male nor 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gala ans 3:28). As a Reconciling in Christ 
congrega on, we embrace and welcome all, as we celebrate differences in gender,  

sexual orienta on, gender iden ty, age, appearance, economic status, ethnic origin,  
na onality, race, marital status, poli cal leaning, religious background, and ability,  

including those who are differently abled.  
 

We wish to make known our caring and concern for all people, as we joyfully follow 
God’s call to love one another. In faithfulness to the Gospel, we openly invite all people 

to experience the word of God without fear of judgment or discrimina on. At Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church we seek to unite through Christ in faith, love, and spiritual 

growth. 

Welcome to Holy Cross Lutheran Church! 
We welcome all who worship here today, especially those who have joined us as 

guests. We invite you to discover God’s presence with us through this ancient rhythm 
of worship as we gather together, hearing the word, sharing the feast and then are 

sent in blessing.  

Holy Cross is ROOTED... 

Holy Cross is RENEWING... 

Holy Cross is RECONCILING... 

Throughout our history, this congrega on has trusted in God’s promises to make all 
things new...our own lives, the world around us, and our community together. We’d love 
to work side-by-side with you, as God is building a more vibrant community here in south 

Aus n.  

We have been rooted in this place since our beginning on Reforma on Sunday,   
October 27, 1963. Our roots are deep in this south Aus n community, having a long his-

tory of advocacy and aid for people experiencing hunger and homelessness.  
This is the first distribu on site for Meals on Wheels in Aus n. We are rooted , too, in 

the rich liturgical tradi ons of the church catholic  expressed through the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

a place where all are  

SEEN + KNOWN + LOVED  

among God’s creation  
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Children  
in worship 

Children experience God’s 
presence through worship 
too, so of course, they join 

the community in our 
“liturgy”—the “work of the 
people.”  If needed, how-

ever, there is a nursery 
available for children 5 and 

under; ask an usher for 
direc ons. There are also 

“busy bags” (please return 
a er worship) in the nar-

thex for anyone who would 
like to work with their 
hands during worship. 

April 16th: The 2nd Sunday in Easter 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and 
offers them the gi  of peace. Even amid doubts and ques ons, 
we experience the resurrec on in our Sunday gathering around 
word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming 
Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of 
the Apostles and the first le er of Peter. Even as the early Chris-

ans proclaimed the resurrec on, we rejoice in the new birth and 
living hope we receive in bap sm.  

April 30th: The 4th Sunday in Easter & Laity Sunday 
Today is some mes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is 
called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ 
opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and 
guides us beside the s ll waters of our bap sm. Each Sunday he 
spreads a feast before us in the midst of the world’s violence and 
war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrec on and extend God’s 
tender care to all crea on.  

May 7th: The 5th Sunday in Easter 
As we con nue to celebrate the fi y days of Easter, today’s 
gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place 
for his followers in his Father’s house. Our bap sm commis-
sions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As First Peter re-
minds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who 
called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear 
witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.  

April 23rd: The 3rd Sunday in Easter 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, 
overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had 
hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Isra-
el! Yet the risen Christ walks with them, and then opens their 
eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn 
within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to 
us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus 
becomes the pa ern of our worship each Lord’s day.  

May 14th: The 6th Sunday in Easter 
Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy 
Spirit Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every genera on. 
As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 
dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in bap sm 
and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit 
will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.  

May 21st: The 7th Sunday in Easter 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with 
the disciples in the upper room, wai ng for the Spirit to trans-
form the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays 
for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid reli-
gious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that 
Jesus had with his Father. Made one in bap sm, we go forth to 
live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends 
for the whole human family.  

INTRODUCTION  
TO THE SUNDAYS 

of EASTER 
 

As we travel through 
the Sundays of Easter , 
we read from the evan-
gelist John, who helps 
us see the signs and 

wonders of the Risen 
Christ, in story and 

among us.   

Amplified  
hearing devices 

are available  
from an usher. 
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ga t h e r i n g  
 

PRELUDE 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of bap sm, we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as ci zens of the new crea on. 
Let us give thanks for the gi  of bap sm. 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life,  
you are the everlas ng wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In bap smal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister con nues. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,  
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of bap sm, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new crea on. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrec on. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking jus ce for all. 
 
Sa sfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG 

2nd Sunday in Easter: April 16th ELW 379: Now the Green Blade Rises 

3rd Sunday in Easter: April 23rd ELW 384: That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  

4th Sunday in Easter: April 30th ELW 385:  Good Chris an Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 

5th Sunday in Easter: May 7th ELW 389: Christ is Alive! Let Chris ans Sing 

6th Sunday in Easter: May 14th ELW 401: Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading 

7th Sunday in Easter: May 21st ELW 393:  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

The assembly stands. All 
may make the sign of the 
cross, the sign marked at 
bap sm, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the feast 



6 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
A er the prayer the assembly responds:  
Amen. 
 
 

WO R D  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 
FIRST READING 
2nd Sunday in Easter: April 16th  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

3rd Sunday in Easter:  April 23rd  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

4th Sunday in Easter: April 30th  Acts 2:42-47 

5th Sunday in Easter: May 7th  Acts 7:55-60 

6th Sunday in Easter: May 14th  Acts 17:22-31 

7th Sunday in Easter: May 21st  Acts 1:6-14 

As the reading concludes, the assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM  
2nd Sunday in Easter: April 16th  Psalm 16 

3rd Sunday in Easter:  April 23rd  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

4th Sunday in Easter: April 30th  Psalm 23 

5th Sunday in Easter: May 7th  Psalm 31:1-5,15-16 

6th Sunday in Easter: May 14th  Psalm 66:8-20 

7th Sunday in Easter:  May 21st  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

 

 
SECOND READING 
2nd Sunday in Easter:  April 16th  1 Peter  1:3-9 

3rd Sunday in Easter:  April 23rd  1 Peter 1:17-23 

4th Sunday in Easter:  April 30th  1 Peter 2:19-25 

5th Sunday in Easter:  May 7th  1 Peter 2:2-10 

6th Sunday in Easter:  May 14th  1 Peter 3:13-22 

7th Sunday in Easter: May 21st  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

As the reading concludes, the assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

Sing responsively; 
Cantor sings odd verses 
People sing even verses 
  
The psalms begin the 
songs and hymns in the 
red Worship book num-
bering 1-150. 

Children are invited to 
come to sit near the ta-
ble, to see and hear the 
Word of God in story.  

The assembly is  
seated. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL 
Response a er the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
2nd Sunday in Easter: April 16th  John 20:19-31 

3rd Sunday in Easter:  April 23rd  Luke 24:13-35 

4th Sunday in Easter:  April 30th  John 10:1-10 

5th Sunday in Easter:  May 7th  John 14:1-14 

6th Sunday in Easter:  May 14th  John 14:15-21 

7th Sunday in Easter:  May 21st  John 17:1-11 

Response a er the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
Silence for reflec on follows the sermon. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 
2nd Sunday in Easter: April 16th ELW 635: We Walk by Faith 

3rd Sunday in Easter:  April 23rd ELW 384: Day of Arising 

4th Sunday in Easter:  April 30th ELW 782: My Shepherd, You Supply My need 

5th Sunday in Easter: May 7th ELW 530: Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather 

6th Sunday in Easter:  May 14th ELW 397: Loving Spirit  

7th Sunday in Easter:  May 21st ELW 581: You Are Mine 

The assembly stands to 
receive the Word of 
God.  

The assembly stands to 
proclaim the Word of 
God in song. 

The assembly is seated.  
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NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally bego en of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 bego en, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salva on 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pon us Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one bap sm for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrec on of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each por on of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these or similar words. 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trus ng in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
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M E A L  
 
OFFERING 
 
Bread, wine, money, and other gi s may be brought forward, while the assembly sings:  

OFFERTORY : They’ll Know We Are Christians   

An offering is gathered 
for the mission of the 
church, including the 
care of those in need. 
 
During this me, the ta-
ble is set and the pianist 
or choir may offer a 
song.  
A er the offering is gath-
ered, the assembly 
stands.  

Each week 

4/16 & 4/23 
4/30 & 5/7 

5/14 & 5/21 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gi s of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread  reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Li  up your hearts. 
We li  them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The presiding minister con nues: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all mes and in all places give thanks and praise . . .  
Here the minister con nues with the preface for the day, concluding: 
. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

A er the table is set, the 
assis ng minister leads 
prayer a er the offering.  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe... 
...as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrec on and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gi s of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with jus ce, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all mes and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the me of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,   
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and know Christ, 
Broken and poured our for you. 

The assembly may be 
seated. The bread may be 
broken for the commun-
ion. 
 
Our church believes that 
when we celebrate com-
munion, we gather 
around God's table. At 
this table we share the 
true body and true blood 
of Christ, in, with, and 
through the bread and 
wine. We are fed and 
nurtured around this ta-
ble with the whole church 
of every age. All are wel-
come.  

 



12 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond Amen. 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION  
 
Lamb of God  

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
RITE of CONFIRMATION — April 16 
 
Patrick Macauley & Emma Wykrent will be accepted as members of Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church and Confirmed into the Lutheran Church. 

A er all have returned 
to their places, the as-
sembly stands.  
 
The assis ng minister 
leads the prayer a er 
communion. 
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Brief announcements 
may be made, especially 
those rela ng to the as-
sembly's par cipa on in 
God's mission in the 
world.  

The assis ng minister 
sends the assembly into 
mission. 

S e n d i n g  
 
 
BLESSING 
The God of all, 
who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new crea on. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
2nd Sunday in Easter: April 16 ELW 382: Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

3rd Sunday in Easter:  April 23 ELW 362: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (1-4) 

4th Sunday in Easter:  April 30 ELW 619: I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 

5th Sunday in Easter:  May 7  ELW 720:  We Are Called 

6th Sunday in Easter:  May 14 ELW 543: Go My children, with My Blessing 

7th Sunday in Easter: May 21  ELW 855: Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of  

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SBL14623  and OneLicense.net A-726566. 
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Bible Study 
Tuesday Evenings by Zoom at 7:00 PM 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86573518357?
pwd=RVVwTnNLNlVlNmVpR1B6YTB0Yk4vUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 865 7351 8357 
Passcode: 972722 

 
Put this Bible Study on your calendar, and come join 

us.  All are welcome, friends too! 
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QUILTING & Lutheran World Relief Work 
on Wednesdays 

 
Join us in person from 11 am to 3 pm on Wednesdays to do the 

great work of Lutheran World Relief - packing kits (laye e, health, 
school) and working on quilts.  Or just drop in for however long 

you can stay. 
 

 

*Lutheran World Relief used with permission from LWR.org  

We welcome anyone with any interest in helping with 
quil ng or Lutheran World Relief kit assembly.  Join 
us, no experience necessary! 
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Visitors, feel free to take this bulletin 
with you today. Others are asked to 
return this bulletin to the basket or 
an usher for re-use until May 21st.  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4622 South Lamar Boulevard á  Aus n, TX 78745 á  512-892-0516 

Www. HolyCrossATX.org  Office@HolyCrossATX.org  
Pastor Dorothy Gremillion, 

Upcoming Events in April: 
· April 22 Synod Assembly 

· One Day In Person/Zoom Assembly Learning & Fellowship Event 
 
 

Upcoming Events in May: 
 
· May 6 Synod Assembly 

· One Day Digital Business Assembly on Zoom 
· May 14th: Mother’s Day  
 

Upcoming Events in June: 
 
· June 19th-23rd Vacation Bible School  

Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays 

9am Godly Play 

10am Worship 

11am Fellowship 

11:15am Adult SS 

4:15pm Jazzercise 

9am Jazzercise 

11-12:30 MOWs 

5:15pm Jazzercise 

5-6:30 Bread for 
All Food Pantry 

9am Jazzercise 

11-12:30 MOWs 

5:15pm Jazzercise 

9am Jazzercise 

11-12:30 MOWs 

11am-3pm LWR 
Grace Kno ers 

9am Jazzercise 

11-12:30 MOWs 

5:15pm Jazzercise 

9am Jazzercise 

11-12:30 MOWs 

5:15pm Jazzercise 

7:45am Jazzercise 

9am-8pm Pan-am 
7th Day Adven st 
Church worships 

For more informa on about Jazzercise, go to: h ps://www.jazzercise.com/loca on/holy-cross-lutheran-church or e-mail gcwagner@yahoo.com 

An Ordinary Week at Holy Cross 


